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Above: Wallingford artist Dol Barnes shows "Sandcastle Beach Duck,” one of her paper sculpturas faatured In an upcoming HGTV
special. Barmes crafis three-dimensional paper sculptures, which she makas info greeting cands. Below: Piaces of paper IR atop a
skatch of a4 dog, a sculpture in the making by Barmas



No TV, but artist finds success in card craft

succeeds
with cards

Barnes pui off her art career
a0 she combd be a mother to her
three children, who are now
grown and out of the house,
Mow 56, she doesm't wani o
deal with the stress of illustrat-
ing childrens books.

But she wasn’t idle while
hunting for publishers and
walilng on HGTV. She spent
hﬁ-;nﬁiﬂlghﬁme learning how to
| =unlity p hs
of her work and m
them with Adobe Photoshop,
the image-cditing software,

By Androw Perlot
Aecord-Joumal stall

WALLINGFDORD — In late 2006, Diall
Barpes was cxcited that her art would soon
be featured on BTV and that it could get
npticed by someose looking o puhlﬂh
work

Winw after more than two years of delays
and the subsequent launch of her greeting

card com the artist is somowhat ame-
bivvalent a lier belated chance at 15 min-
utes of fume.

HRecently gleaning fom a progrumming
guide on HGTV's Web site that her segment

was, Il [ feould do it againd I'd be more re-
la.ted and bot m:.rphe-rmmlltf show through.”

card much from HGTY
anad th-:m't kmow what caused the delﬂ
Representatives of the cable channel,
known 25 Home snd Garden Televisaon,
could o b-u reached Tucsdﬂ?

Armed with samples her work =
unigue soulptures
she crafis with pnmstakh:g precishon —

%t several years, after graduating
Ihﬁ Hamden's Paicr C—nElqe uf-H-_rt
v

to in-
et a mlmr. Hooe mtu& fo sign her,
she sid.

Soon she realized she had the
now-how o publish her own
art, and chose greeting cards ag
her medinm

*T like connecting with
ple and pgreeting cards abllow
that," Barnes said from her
home studic on Barnes Hood
“somenne has picked out the
card to touch a person in some
way”

Dol Barnes Paper Sculpiurne
oo has 80 cards available in
nine stores in Connecticut and
Pennsylvania, and Barnes hopes
to sell cards online soqn. She
spent much of 2008 getting the
company up and running and
wanits to expand it n 2009

The walls of Barnes's housa
are lined with her paper art. In
one scene out of Ars Fables,
a fox tries d y o grah
the delicious grapes just ouwt of
his reach. In another, a paper
duck crafts a sandcastle on the
beach.

woulld air on Febe 12 at 8 am., she remem-
bered the filming and wondered if it would-
1L bt botier i noone knew,

“It b= what {r B° she sald Tuesday. "I'm

hoping people don't realize jusi how tense 1

Although the finished cards
are flat, pE;]l;ten run their
expecting to
gﬁ’i:ﬂﬂuﬂ%ndue to the three-
d.im:mhu&l originals, Barmes

Th:rmr:mnuitmdci
varics, but she estimated I:Iut
one she's working on for Valen-

hn:'s = @ diog under a tree
lwarts — will take
i'luul:lﬂllm

She considered trying to break o the
children's book markes, but the rigid con-
tracts and strict deadfines weren't for her.

Please see Artlat /8

She demonsteated why, care-
fully adding the dog's
eyes to the completed e w

FWesErETS.

R -
Oh Baby on Center Street, is
one of the businesses that sell
Barnes" cards, which retail for
33 to 84,

In the six months she's
stocked them, 0 said
she's had o b{uﬁﬂ from
Barnes six fimes,

=l do very well with them,”
she said. “They'te very profes-
slomal, wery unigue Ipng:ll'.ing

cards with cufe verses.”
Comnvincing  people  like
Mongillo to stock her cards is a

part of running a business that
Barnes likes lenst, but she
thinks her company has plenty
of potential.

“They're different,” she said
of the cards. “There's a built-in
‘wow' factor”™
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